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His  s kills  have been showcased on s tage, on 

records , in movie and televis ion soundtracks , 

and on commercials  that mos t of us  have 

heard and taken for  granted. 16 Grammy®  

Awards  validate that Carmine represents  

“T HE school” of mus ic, in which the ability to 

success fully play one's  par t has  been the key 

to outs tanding per formance. I n today's  mus ic 

wor ld, where it is  sometimes  sufficient to 

merely know a few chords  and licks  in order  

to make a recording, Carmine s tands  out as  a 

true s tudent of mus ic and an incredible talent 

whose flex ibility and ability are legendary!  

T he E ar ly Year s   

"  . . .Make each note a diamond."  T hat's  what 

his  father , Joseph D'Amico, said to him when 

he was  seven years  old. He gave Carmine the 

choice of playing either  the piano or  the 

guitar . Carmine has  never  forgotten those 

words . T he senior  D'Amico also told him not 

to be concerned about how many notes  he 

played when he would solo, but that each 

note mus t have meaning. His  father  would s it 

with him every night, teaching Carmine 

var ious  mus ical s tyles , reading skills ,  guiding 

him, and encouraging him to be the bes t 

mus ician he could be. Joe D'Amico was  a 

per fectionis t and he ins til led that quality in 

Carmine. About living with such high 

s tandards , Carmine s tates , " S ometimes  it's  a 

burden, but it's  always  motivating" . 

At age 9, Carmine recorded “Who Wears  

S hor t S hor ts ,” and it became a big hit.  He 

was  then s igned to Capitol Records  and went 

on tour . Per formances  included Amer ican 

Bands tand with Dick Clark, T he Allen Fr ied 

S how, S oul T rain, as  well as  concer ts . 

Carmine ultimately wound up doing “50's ” hit 

records  at the ages  of 9, 10, and 11 with the 

S hirelles , Connie Francis , Fabian, Frankie 

Avalon, and others . 

When Carmine was  in school, he won 

Academic scholarships  to both high school 

and college. He graduated valedictor ian of 

T r inity High S chool with a 99.9 average. 

Carmine found himself pre-med because his  

father  was  not confident that anyone could 

make a living in the mus ic bus ines s . 

Carmine's  father  wanted him to be a doctor . 

However , when his  profes sor s  found the 

young man compos ing songs  dur ing his  

clas ses , they sugges ted that he do what 

really made him happy -  mus ic. 

With his  father ’s  bles s ings  Carmine left 

medical school, trans fer red to Queens  College 

and majored in mus ic. Despite the fact that 

he could not attend clas ses  regular ly, as  he 

was  tour ing with a var iety of per formers  

including -  T ammy Gr imes , L iza Minelli and 

Ed Ames , Carmine nonetheles s  managed to 

graduate with an “A” average, and received 

his  B .A. in Mus ic Education. 

Mil i t ar y B ands   

Upon graduating college dur ing the Viet Nam 

era, Carmine’s  military service eligibility 

s tatus  immediately changed to a “1-A” draft 

clas s ification. He entered military service and 

was  accepted into an as s ignment with a 

special Army Dance Band. He had no idea 

that he was  going to be s tationed in Viet Nam 

and Guam;  or , that he would be working with 

Bob Hope and a wide var iety of other  

per formers  supporting troop morale via US O 

shows . Carmine returned to New York upon 

honorably completing his  tour  of duty and 

resumed his  career  activities , fir s t joining Ed 

Ames . 

Mus ician T o T he S t ar s  

While with Ames , Carmine recorded with the 

ar tis t on two of his  bigges t hits , “T ry T o 

Remember ,” and “My Cup Runneth Over .” 

When Ames  got called to co-hos t with Mike 

Douglas  on his  nationwide televis ion show, he 

brought Carmine along with him. Carmine 

was  asked to continue on the show as  s taff 
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guitar is t.  He remained in that pos t for  about 

3 years . 

Dur ing this  same per iod, Carmine met Emory 

Davis , son of society bandleader , Meyer  

Davis . He worked for  Davis  doing “society 

par ties ” all over  the wor ld. When Davis  took 

over  as  contractor  of the Wes tbury Mus ic 

Fair ,  Carmine also worked with Bobby Dar r in 

(”Mack, the Knife”), S ergio Franchi, Patti 

Aus tin, Engleber t Humperdinck (with whom 

he recorded “After  T he Loving”), Vic Damone, 

Manhattan T rans fer , S hir ley Maclaine, Henry 

Mancini,  Michele Legrande, Bernadette 

Peters , T he Pointer  S is ter s , T he O'Jays , Jack 

Jones , Lainie Kazan, E lisa Kashi, and Connie 

Francis . 

"  ...Make each not e a diamond."  - 
Jos eph D 'Amico (  f at her  )  

As  you see, Carmine has  had the great 

for tune of working with many of the fines t 

mus icians  in the wor ld, mos t commonly 

known among these include:  Bernard Purdie, 

S teve Gadd, Ron Carter , John Faddis , Lou 

Mar ini,  L ionel Hampton, T eo Macero, Bob 

Cranshaw, T om Barney, John Frosk, Doc 

S ever insen, Jack French, Angelo 

Baddalemente (composer  of the theme song 

for  the T V show “T win Peaks ” ), Vinnie Bell,  

Keith Loving, T om Malone, John T ropea, 

Elliott Randall,  Bor is  Kozlow (leader  of “T he 

New Char lie Mingus  B ig Band”), Michael 

Hinton, and his  favor ite, Chr is  D'Amico, 

Carmine's  late brother  and bass is t to the 

s tar s , and so many other  fine mus icians  too 

numerous  to name. 

T he H i t s  K eep Coming  

Another  s tr ing of success ful projects  seemed 

to begin when Carmine's  old fr iend, T eddy 

Randazzo, called him for  an album for  Walter  

Murphy, called “A Fifth Of Beethoven.” 

T hrough T eddy and Walter  Murphy, Carmine 

wound up playing guitar  on all of the mus ical 

selections  recorded for  “S aturday Night 

Fever” with the Bee Gees . Murphy also called 

Carmine to play for  the movie, “Killer  Bees ”. 

Randazzo called Carmine to play on two 

albums  with the S tylis tics  which included hits  

such as :  “You Make Me Feel B rand New,” and 

“Betcha' By Golly Wow”. Carmine also did 

albums  with Er ic Carman and Peter  

Lemongello. 

After  an introduction to Lou T obie by 

Randazzo, Carmine did four  albums  with Ray, 

Goodman and Brown. T hose ses s ions  

included the hits :  “You Gotta' Be A S pecial 

Lady”, “Happy Anniversary T o You”, and 

“I ns ide Of You,” all of which were also co -

produced by Barbara Baker  (wife of Mickey 

Baker  of Mickey and S ylvia “Love I s  S trange” 

fame) and Vinnie Cas tellano. Continuing with 

T obie, Carmine also recorded albums  with 

S tephanie Mills ,  Vanessa Williams , Patti 

LaBelle, Freyda Payne, T ina T urner , Ben 

Vereen and played on all of the S ugar  Hill 

Productions , the later  being known as  the 

“Motown of New York”.  

Carmine's  old Queens College schoolmate, 

Marvin Hamlisch, composer  of “Chorus  L ine” 

and the theme song from the movie “I ce 

Cas tles ,” called Carmine to do a concer t tour  

with him. T his  opportunity led to Carmine 

directly working in the traditional Jazz arena 

with Mel T orme, along with Mel Lewis  and 

T had Jones . He also recorded several albums  

with both, Mel T orme and the T had Jones/Mel 

Lewis  Band. 

I n the same per iod, T ony Cabot, bandleader  

for  the Rainbow Room at the T op of the 

S ixes , introduced Carmine to John 

Dankworth, who is  the saxophonis t, 

clar inetis t,  and husband of s inger , Cleo Laine. 

Carmine played the concer t at Carnegie Hall,  

which was  also recorded live and won a 

Grammy for  “Bes t Jazz Album of the 

Year”(Cleo Lane live at Carnie Hall).  
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At the same time, Carmine was  doing var ious  

concer ts  with S hir ley Bas sey, Ben Vereen, 

Josephine Baker , and was  ultimately 

introduced to the maes tro, Leonard 

Berns tein, who was  then conductor  of the 

New York Philharmonic. Carmine was  asked 

by the composer  to play guitar  on “Leonard 

Berns tein's  Mass ”, which was  also recorded 

live at the Kennedy Center  in Washington, 

D.C. 

T elevis ion, F i lm and Jingles   

Judy Har t Angelo, composer  of the theme for  

the T V show, “Cheers ,” called Carmine to play 

for  the recording of the show’s  main theme 

and incidental mus ic. Carmine also played 

guitar  on and off camera for  the “Kate and Ali 

S how,” which was  being videotaped live from 

the Ed S ullivan T heater  in NYC. 

Angelo DiPippo, ar ranger  and accordionis t, 

called Carmine to play mandolin and guitar  in 

the movie (the wedding scene) and for  the 

soundtrack of “T he Godfather  I ”,  along with 

albums  for  Rodney Danger field, Dom 

DeLuise, James  Dar ren, Jimmy Roselli (along 

with S helly Mann and George Duvivier ), Al 

Martino, Julius  LaRosa, T ony Bennett, Mary 

Cos ta, Jan Pierce, and T r ini Lopez. T his  active 

recording per iod found Carmine doing 

per formances  for  the recording of thousands  

of T V and radio commercials , such as :  Miller  

Beer , Coca-Cola, Peps i Cola, Budweiser , 

Kodak, 7-Eleven, Oscar  Meyer , T uscan Farms  

(with Buddy Hackett), etc. 

Compos er  and Ar r anger  

With Yarone Gershovsky, the conductor , 

ar ranger  and pianis t for  Manhattan T rans fer , 

Carmine co-wrote two episodes  of “T he 

Equalizer ” for  televis ion. He also wrote two 

or iginal compos itions  for  commercials  

adver tis ing the “S napple” beverages , and 

wrote as sor ted compos itions  for  MUS AK as  

well.  Dur ing this  prolific per iod and seemingly 

height of opportunities  for  working mus icians , 

the National Academy of Recording Ar ts  and 

S ciences  (NARAS  -  Grammy ® ), also voted 

Carmine “Mos t Valuable Guitar  Player” in both 

1986 and 1987. 

 

T he P r es ent  ... 

T oday, Carmine D'Amico continues  

per forming, producing, compos ing, ar ranging 

and recording for  a var iety of mus ical ar tis ts . 

His  fir s t solo release was  titled, “T he Carmine 

D'Amico Ensemble”, and features  his  talented 

and lovely wife, Ronee –  whom Carmine 

openly acknowledges  as  his  inspiration, on 

vocals . As  the mus ic bus ines s  changes  and 

evolves , Carmine D'Amico is  mus ically 

changing and evolving, as  well.  Carmine has  

been at work on his  upcoming new CD titled, 

“T he Awakening”.  

 


